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SYNOPSIS

Tho anthor an American gnn mnkor in
Trasiuess in Manzanillo being foml of ad ¬

experiences was easily persuaded
to accompany one of the Cuban officers to a
camp in the Eastern province lo repair an
outfit of Manser rifles and he was by no
means averse to sharing for awhile the for-

tunes
¬

of the Cohan patriots He tells of
many lively experiences Soon after the
beginning of the rainy season tho party of
which the anthor was a member was rein ¬

forced by the arrival of 12 Cubans who had
refused to surrender when their commander
made terms with the Spanish authorities A
mail route is established by one of the new
arrhals and late news is received from the
States

With the assistance of Mischief Joe
I filled the cartridge boxes of the Ber--

nal detachment and forwarded them to
Headquarters as fast as I finished them
But a couple of days after Christmas I
noticed that the had be-

gun
¬

to avoid my workshop At
I often saw them whisper and eye me
askance There were strangers in camp
but riur gossip monger Barrios did not
give me the benefit of his investigations
into the purpose of their visit

Theres something wrong Don
Tomas said my poor youngster

Pachco didnt come back and the
Lieutenants havent been here since
Sunday Yesterday evening that Ber
nal fellow that carries our mail was
coining over here but Corpl Marquez
called him back and they put their
heads together about something or other
Wonder what can be the mitter

I made no reply but could not help
feeling Had I outgrown
my usefulness or were the
going to boycott me to mark their re-

sentment
¬

of the supposed change of
American politics

On the evening of Dec 28 Black Loo
at last called to return a handsavt he
had borrowed a week ago and I de-

tained
¬

him a moment to scribble a note
to Lieut Estevan What is wrong
Please call and oblige Th E

All right said Loo hes at the
s Laptam s ofhee but 111 watch and hand

him this the moment he comes out
I trimmed my lamp and pushed the

bench near the pitchwood fire but the
Lieutenant was a long time coming
Was he waiting for the twilight to fade
into night The stars were up and
Little Joe was nodding on his stool
when there came at last a tap at the
door and Lieut Estevan slipped in with
a package of newspapers

Thats right I laughed let a
fellow see the charges and
anvhow before you hang him Whats
up

Lieut Estevan hesitated You cant
guess of course said he ironically

How can I You didnt even send
me a copy of my indictment

Do you mean that you really did
not hear the news Well excuse me
then lor not calling Eooner but the
plain truth is that we were all ashamed
to look you in the face Your nerves
got used to cosas dc Cuba I know but
this is something that might scare you
into a rush for the next seaport town
and we could not aliord to lose you

Bad news then
Yes a 7ioredad in the literal sense

too said the Lieutenant something
new even in this country of widow-robber- s

and cut throats Who was it that
said tho massacre of St Bartholeraew
wa3 a greater misfortune to France than
the loss of a Province We have no
Provinces to lose but I dont hesitate to
say that thi3 hurts the cause of Cuba
more than if we had lost 10 battles
Hallo Is Joe awake yet too Hes
listening with eyes like saucer3

Yes hed give a dollar if you
would talk Spanish I laughed Hes
as good a newsmonger as Tom Barrios

No I dout care said Joe as
long as you are not mad at us

We had been talking English all
along but the shrewd little scamp had
actually diagnosed the general purport
of the conversation

THE GUISA

They have all in the paper3 about
it havent they he asked fingering
the bundle though he couldnt tell a
cablegram from a cabbage seed ¬

Yes you can read it if you like
bantered the Lieutenant but dont
tell Don till I get a chance to
break the news Then in English

So you really didnt hear about the
Guisa affair

Not one word What Guisa That
little town on the Santiago pike

Yes about 40 miles southeast of
Bagamo Its a poor little mountain
town of some 400 inhabitants but there
are hard fisted miners among them and
last month when the Pclados made a
night raid they catched ono or them
and threatened to hang him if tho
thieves did not return the stolen horses
before tho end of the week And that
tarted the whole trouble

Cochetea gang I suppose
Thats what they used to call them
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venturous

bushwhackers
dinner

uncomfortable
mosstroopers

spraucations

MASSACRE

adver-
tisement

Tomas

but hes dead now or skipped and their
present robber chief is Pedro Vargas a
big brute as black as a crow and quite
as apt to rob a dead man And now
guess what answer he sent them about
that jail bird

Denied the horse impeachment
No he didnt think it worth while to

mention that at all Demanded the in
stant relense of then prisoner and
warned them that in case they should
hang him ho would capturo every re- -

- 4
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-
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ow So Dont Talking a
sponsible person with all their relatives
and burn them at the stake

They took that for a bluff of course
waited more than one week to hear

about their horses but when their
second messenger returned with a broken
arm they took that the jail
and hung him to the next tree

That was about the of this
month Four days after some of their

horses were taken out
a pasture in broad daylight the
posse that started in pursuit were lured
into an ambush and shot dead to the
last man But that rnanuver was only
a preliminary Tho same night the
Varga3 gang attacked the village in
force and here take a look at these
Cuban and American papers now so
you dont Im talking in a night-
mare

¬

The people ran for their lives but
some 40 were caught and about 25 of
them actually burned at the slake
More than half them were women
and children

Now you do mo the favor to read
these while I take a sip of
your coffee I want to brace up for a
fight in case you should snatch up a
club and try to whack me over the head
for fighting in partnership with such
monsters

I hesitate to shock my readers with
those details aud must refer them to the
American press of Dec 9 10

11 1897
The Spanish versions are still more

memorable but I will here only quote
the comments of an American corre-
spondent

¬

WOMEN AND CHIIniJEN KILLED
New Yokk Dec 10 1897 A dis

patch from Madrid savs A storm of
indignation has been provoked by the
news of tho tortures inflicted by the
Cuban rebels upon the inhabitants of
Guisa where a number of captives in-

cluding
¬

many women and children
were bound burned alive The de-

tails
¬

arc given by the a
by no means favorable to the

policy and tho news is
now officially confirmed So
far as kuowu the only crime the
wretched creatures seem to have been
guilty of is that they favored the ac-

ceptance
¬

of autonomy
Demoniol No lets beg the devils

pardon 1 I burst out Thats decid-
edly

¬

worso than anything ho
plead guilty to And is it possible we
didnt hear anything that
sooner

Oh wo heard rumors said the
Lieutenant and that was about all the
next neighbors knew After using up all
their fuel seems the Pelados shackled
some their prisoners and took them
along to make them work for their camp
in the Mayo River Mountains But be
fore they left they set fiio to the build
ings where their autos-da-f- o had been
going on and when the fugitive citizens

nzdis
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returned the next day they did not
guess the worst and for a week or more
expected their missing friends to come
hack They might have escaped in a
diflerent direction for all they knew
and in outside reports all that got mixed
up with the slaughter of the ambushed
posse The themselves at
first did not know it had been any
worse than a truculent raid but the
truth came out when some of the Mayo
River prisoners gave their captors the
slip

Who were these strangers in camp
I inquired some of these refugees

Yes you guessed it said tho Lieu-
tenant

¬

and three of them are here
yet a crusade against those
demons I will fetch one of them over
heie to morrow and you will satisfy
yourelf that there is no doubt of it

The language of passion can indeed
never he mistaken and no hired agita ¬

tor could have emulated the eluqucnco

hitim
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preaching

of a grayheaded old mountaineer who
gave U3 a circumstantial account of the
Guisa atrocities and standing on the
porch of the Quartermasters Depot
repeatedly shook his fi t in the direction
of the Mayo Mountains

Our bushwhackers were fighting mad
but the crisis of the excitement came
on the morning of Dec 30 when a flag-of-tru-

bearer arrived in camp with a
a letter from the commander of tho
Spanish Contra Guerrillas Rangers en-
listed

¬

among tho Cuban Loyalists
stationed at Fort Jiguani about mid
ways between Santiago do Cuba and
Bayamo

3IISSAGE rrOM SPANISH COMMANDER

The writer Col Fraucisco Erruyz a
native of the Basque highlands and a
soldier of unblemished reputation called
upon any Calallero in command of in-

surgent
¬

forces to join him in a projected
expedition against the perpetrators of
the Ijiuisa outrage and pledged hi3 word
of honor as man to man that no as ¬

sistance advantages or information then
obtained would be used to the prejudice
of hi3 allies in this enterprise Could
the recipient he asked aid him with a
few dozen riflemen or in case circum-
stances

¬

should prevent with a reliable
guide ami the promise at leat not to
hinder the success of the expedition

The purpose of the communication
had somehow leaked out perhaps
through the hints of the scouts who had
brought up the messenger under cover
of darkness and proposed to guide him
hack blindfolded and our camp rang
with irrepressible cheers when it became
known thnt Col Parras had given a
qualified conscut

In the midst of the hubbub two of
the Bernalc30 veterans stepped up and
slapped me on the shoulder perhap3 to
impress me with their emphatic ap ¬

proval of our commanders decision
If this fellow is a Yankee spy ho

shall at least know that we are ready to
repudiate such deviltries with rifle
bullets thought the Bernaleros

Better news this time eh I asked
when Lieut Estevan joined me on tho
porch

Yes those coons had better stopper
themselves up he muttered theres
a storm gathering and our men can
rely on my vote if they propose to flag
that boss demon

Yea but suppose this should be a
Spanish trap

This letter from Erruiz you mean
Ni ajicnsar no such ghost of an idea
hes wholly incapable of a base action
if public opinion knows anything about
it and treachery in a case like this
would certainly bo a refinement of
meanness No no if wo join them
with a squad or two they will ask no
questions but treat us to the best thefr
mess affords whilo wo work togother
and then look the other way when wo

I strike tho home trail
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ras had after all omitted no precaution
against a possible mistake

As an individual he wrote I
should not scruple to acceptlhe securitv
of a personal pledge such as yours but
considering the limitations of my in-

structions
¬

I must ask that Lieut
Casales of your command be held n

hostage by the officers in charge of our
reserves while the eltigencips of your
expedition continue to require tho co-

operation
¬

of our soldiers or guides
The messenger then accepted precau-

tionary
¬

conditions of an e cort as far aa
Chapala where one of our scouts was to
awiit tho reply of the Spanish com-

mander
¬

Our messenger to Chapnla could not
be expected to return before the end of

that week and to while away time Cai
tain Holgar had planned a beef foiav
for the next day not without a hope of
improving the chances of our New
Years dinner

But on tho evening of Thursday
Dec 30 Tom Barrios slipped into my
shop to inform me that the preparations
for the hunting trip had been post¬

poned
Theres news frqm the Punla the

Lookout Rock he said Lieut Ere-
vans

¬

man camo running down at a
double quick and the Colonel ordered
rations for 10 men ThoVrc going to
start before midnight and hes himself
on the list again of course

Col Pairas was indeed a representa-
tive

¬

descendant of the race that has
been described as incapible of indu
tries but ready for a thou and raids
After tho training of their b00 years
guerrilla war against the invconcibble
Moors the Capillars dislike domestic
drudgery they are too lazy to traffic or
invent too indolent even to read any-
thing

¬

hut nenspajwr gsip and drowse
away the golden hours but will wake
with a whoop at the rattle of the war
drum as Napoleon the Great ascer-

tained
¬

to his sorrow
HUNTING DOWN THE COCHETE BND
The indignation moused by the Guisa

outrage it seems had anticipated the
plans of our next Spanish neighbors
Telegrams had been flying between
Havana and Holguin Bayamo Mauza
nillo and Las Ttinap the combined
forces of the East Cuban garrisons were
already in the field and Col Erruiz
bad been obliged to mobilize his contin
gent at short notice

Our direct co operation except per-

haps
¬

by the loan f guides had thus
become rather superfluous But there
was sure to be a livelv campaign For
a day or two the natural strength of
their position might be expected to pro-

tect
¬

the demon3 of the Mayo River
Mountains ngainst any odds Then
there would be attempts at blockade
breaking man hunts massacres run-

away
¬

horses to capture aud wrecked
provision trains to plunder and Col
Parra3 was not the mail to miss all that
fun

A hurry order for home made car-

tridges
¬

kept me and Pacheco busy till
near midnight Our commander with
his picked sharpshooters Old Privi
leges again excepted did not start
until about 2 a in and n dozen of the
remaining old timers were instructed to
hold themselves ready for emergencies
and keep tip a sharp lookout for signals
If the expectation of a haul should be
realized our Colonel promised to bo
back about Jan 3 or 4 and in the
meantime the project of a general beef
raid was modified tp a permission for
pothunts in the near neighborhood of
the camp

Mischief Joe was still asleep when
Lieut Estevan tapped at my shop
window the next Tnorning but every-
body

¬

else seemed to have been waked
by theuoom of a cannonade which I had
heard iu a sort of hall slumber for tho
last quarter of an hour

They are- - a it said the Lieutenant
aud away this side of the Mayo

Mountains Our old man was riglit
that somebody would got fooled if they
tried to catch Peer Vargna napping
The grizzly devil i packing his plunder
now I reckon wjiilc his outposts are
delaying the Doiis in every possible
way 1 shouldnt wonder if ho didnt
get a tip from one of hi3 friends in
Timbuktoo

Timbuktoo and Dahomey are
two of the numerous Cuban nicknames
for Bayamo a tuu with an extraordi ¬

nary preponderalRjof African inhabit
ants Its faubourgs resemble the
shanty suburbs of Fla
but even in the main streets some of the
best shops are owned by mulattoes

FIGHTING BEOINS

Yes just listen

through

f

Jacksonville

said tho Lieuten
ant when tho echo of another boom
rolled up tho morning mist

That sounded like a charge of can-

ister
¬

They broughl up juule batteries I
suppose and are loading with anything
coming haudyto clean out a thicket
Hurry up with your telescope and we
may get a glimpse of the circus when
the fog clears

Tho first cannon shots I understood
had been beard in the morning twilight
and now our entire reserve had crowded
upon tlib cliffs overhanging our spring
trail and affording a fair view of tho
Val de Gallo and the western high ¬

lands
They are heading the right way
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BY DR P CANNON Co C 27th Ala
CnpynBlit 133 by the publishers of The Ntioval Tniruxii

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CKAPTEP3

Ir Ciiiunn nhn was a ynnii Alabama
boy wli n the mil wir brocont entered the
rebel nrinv not long irevioni to lie Inttlsj
of Piirw llciity an 1 DonrUon Alter Shilolt
Dr tnnnoi uil ottien of Ins regiin nt le
raiue niciiilipn ot the 4th Mi-i-- i and went
on thf Krmuckv campaign participating
in the hitllc ol IVrryxilIeaml ren atmg to
Knixxille Kinillv they went into Winter
liiirleri at Port 1 no on ami were present

during the naxal nttack They were ordered
Tennrv ee llu n sent hark to Jackson

M 5v and moved amut nnttl they engaged
at the kittle of Users Creek alter which
thet minmerrd around Tack m and after
the fill ol Vtckslmrg went to that rity later
exacn itnii il fior remaining wile months
at Morion Mi s the army to Can ¬

ton am goo into eaiup on the fcatiu gro inds
orcninc1 the prauoiis June Ilurrv orders
are rerun cd and the command returns to
Morion

Canton Mi a Nov 9 The new firm
of Jones Wait- - it Co were astir early
this morning but an imentory of ihe
regimental timl-che- dichsed nothing
except an ax a very ntccisary tool
but a poor showing for as bi n job a3
building a Imu e however John had a
friend in the HT on of a neighboring
farmer lroin whom he borrowed across
cut saw an iron wedge and a froc
W nli these we laid siege to two large
Cottonwood trtp- - which John said would
cut easy and split straight and would
male all the log we needed besides
the tups would furnish us wood enough
to lst us all Winter We left every
thing to him and worked und r his
directions relying on his superior
knowledge of such business and to
eager to get through with it that we
didnt even stop lor dinner but put in
the whole day chopping sawing and
mauling ami by night had the satisiac
t n of seeing all our logs split and
board timber boiled Our timber 13

a quuner mile from camps and we
will have to procure a wag n to haul it
belore we can have ournouseraisiug

Nov 10 Finished riving boards
cut poles for weights and have every-
thing

¬

ready for houseraising but
couldnt get a wagon to haul the
material

Nov 11 Hauled logs and boards
but on account of so many other duties
have done but little towards building
The other hoys aro following our ex-

ample
¬

all preparing to build
Nov 12 Review of Lorings Divis-

ion
¬

composed of Bufords Adamss and
Featherstons Brigades which inter-
fered

¬

with our building Started early
as the review grounds were eight miles
reaching there at 11 a m somewhat
fatigued but tho charms and smile3 of
so many pretty ladies and tho desire to
excel other regiments dispelled such
feelings Having formed line and
opened ranks Gen Loring and the
Brigadier with their Aids rode through

Ticnic
after which we wheeled by companies
and passed in review All would have
passed off pleasantly but for one sad
accident which marred tho scene Oiie
of the limbera of tho Pointe Coupee
Battery broko in crossing a ditch and
upset wounding two men severely and
ono mortally After review we gave
the ladies a cheer and returned to
camps arriving lato in tho evening
hungry and tired and having to cook
both dinner and supper at the same
time

THE NrV HOUSE COMPLETED

Nov 13 to 1G Wo have been work ¬

ing en our houso at intervals between
other duties for several days and to day
put on the finishing touches It is a
thing of beauty and a joy ibr just

sip
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aa long a3 the lankccswm let us en
joy it It may be a da- - a week or a
month nobody can tell It is 8 x 12
feet plenty room for three of us stick--

and mud clumnev cracks chinked and
daubed and just as cosy and warm as
the finest brick house Now if wc get
to stay here all the Winter we will have
the best time soldiers ever saw It was
announced on dress parade that seven
men are to be punished to morrow for
desertion all of Co H 12th La

Nov 17 At 3 p m we were ordered
out to the drill ground to witness the
punishment of the desertcra Having
formed line they were marched in front
of the brigade at the point of tho bayo-
net

¬

with the band playing the Rogues
March Each of them had a 24 pound

attached to his leg and
tour had boards on their backs with the
word Deserter inscribed in large
letters They are sentenced to 30 days
hard labor with and one
is to have his head shaved and to be
sent to the Government works at Mo¬

bile for the war and forfeit half his pay
It looks hard to see a fellow soldier sub
jected to such treatment but the in
terests of the country the memory of
our gallant and lamented dead and the
cries of widows and orphans calling for
relief from the devastations of the enemy
demand it Desertions have become too
frequent and no doubt some of the de-

feats
¬

we have sullered are attributed to
depletion of our ranks from that cause
If every man had stood firmly to hi3
post and resolved to die rather than de-

sert
¬

it we would now be much nearer
the goal of our independence

Nov 18 to 24 A day now is but
a repetition of the preceding one and
the pact six have been no exceptions
We are having the best times soldiers
ever saw plenty to eat of good whole-
some

¬

food comfortable quarters no
heavy duty and but little drilling
Many plans are invented to have fun
aud pass off the time We have a game
of old fashioned town ball every day
which gives us good exercise and all
enjoy it Even Gen Buford takes great
interest in the game though hi3 300
pounds of flesh and fat mostly fat pre-

vents
¬

any participation more than as a
mere spectator Health of all is splen-
did

¬

I have scarcely mi3ed a days
tervice since July 18G2 and weigh 150
pounds against 128 when I left home
and can run jump or march with the
best of the boys

COMPETITIVE DRILL

Nov 25 Thi3 is the day set apart for
tho great drill The ladies of Canton
have offered a fine silk flag for the best
drilled regiment of Bufords or Adamss
Brigade We selected the 3d Ky to
represent us and Adamss Brigade Be- -

Our First is TnnnE Yeaus
lected the 15th Miss Accordingly we
were up early had breakfast and formed
line in tho drill ground in shape of a
hollow square so all could witness the
contest An immense crowd of ladies
came out looking as fair and lovely
a3 fresh blown roses bespangled with
dewdrop3 a large majority of them
taking position a3 near a3 possible to
Adamss Brigade and in other ways
showing their partiality to tho 15th
Miss It was natural that they should
and wc could not blame them for it

At 10 oclock the contest began the
15th Miss drilling the first half hour
then retired and the 3d Ky came out
amid the cheers and shouts of our bri-

gade
¬

The drilling was continued alter
natcly half aa hour at a time the must

y Do net lose an cppor
unity to buy a set of

books that will double

in value in two weeks
Order the American Con
flict at 1 till March 30
See page 8

intense interest prevailing the ladies and
Mississippi troops confident that tho
loth Mis would bear the palm of vic-

tory
¬

while wc were equally sanguine of
the success of the 3d Ky

The long contest closed at 3 oclock
and both regiments acquitted themselves
with honor Indeed it was a hard mat-
ter

¬

to decide which was entitled to tho
prize The loth Miss performed better
in the manual of arms and in position
of the soldier but the 3d Ky was equal
to them in keeping the step and far
surpassed in manuvcring iu tho quick
double quick and on the run Tho
judges after a brief consultation de-

cided
¬

iu favor of and presented the flag
to the 15th Miss which raised a shout
from the Missisrippians and the ladies
gathered around them in a mass offer-

ing
¬

their congratulations demonstrating
their delight by the most extravagant
waving of hats bonnets and handker¬

chiefs
niTFORDS FAVORITES DEFEATED

The 3d Ky is one of Gen Bufords
favorites and so chagrined was he at
their defeat that he was unable to con
trol himself and in his stentorian voicS
he commanded Forward double quick
March With a yell we charged
through Adamss Brigade into the
assemblage of women children and
negroes who terror stricken sought
slicker behind carriages buggies horses
or anything that seemed to afford tho
feast protection ihe transformation
from joy to fright was a3 sudden as it
was complete and the scene presented
was ludicrous at the time but we were
heartily ashamed of the part we plaved in
it when tho excitement waa over Gen
Buford did very wrong and no doubt
Gen Adams will resent it as an insult
to the ladies and his brigade

Nov 27 At 11 oclock last night
we were roused from our slumbera by
the old drum and ordered to cook rations
and be ready to march at a moments
warning Wo cooked all night and at
daylight had everything packed but
remained in quartera ail aay expecting
the warning which didnt come

Nov 28 Tho countermand of moving
orders was received this morning with
loud shouts of approval The enemy
who were reported to be advancing havfi
gone back to Vicksburg and we rejoics
that it is so as it would be too oaa to
leave our comfortable quarters and go

11 i 1

on a campaign especially aa u 11 aa
turned very cold since the rains of yes
terday and last mgbt

Nov 2a and 3U All tno Doy3 nava
built houses but none of them can com
pare with ours in comfort beauty ot
style of architecture John is a master
mechanic when it comes to erecting a
lo house He has the conveniences of
kitchen dining room and bed room all
in one a place for everything and every ¬

thing in its place one shelf for table
ware another for cooking utensils
hooks for dish rags stools made ot split
coltouwood and with a roaring fire in
the capaciou3 fireplace we can sit back
aud defy the weather whether it comes

in pelting rains or freezing north winds

If the fellows on the other side would
agree to it we might have an armistice
till Spring to the advautage of all con-

cerned

¬

but they are used to cold weather
and may not know that it is Winter
down here

Dec 1 Messrs Irion and Hutton
whom we have been expecting for some

time have arrived from
home with clothing for
Co C 27th and Co I
85th Ala These two
companies were made up
in the same neighborhood
and we now have clothing
in abundance which our
patriotic ladies spun wova
and made up ior us They
still keep up their sewing
societies and never tire
working for the soldier
boys

Dec 5 I have skipped
a few more days as noth-
ing

¬

occurred of special in-

terest
¬

I went to town
this afternoon to meet
Shell who had been to
Grenada to bring his sister
down so she can go homo
Trith Mr Irion They ar-

rived
¬

on time and Miss
Callie stopped at a boarding--

house in town whilo
Shelt and I returned to
camps

Dec 6 Mr Irion and
Miss Callie left this morn
ing will go in the am¬

bulance to Brandon on
the Southern R R where

they will take the cars for home
Dec 10 Lieut Chandler arrived

very unexpectedly as his furlough
has not expired and we were not look-

ing
¬

for him for some days yet He
brought letters for most all the company
and besides brought me several good
books which I will enjoy a3 it is seldom
wc have anything to read

Dec 10 22 The past 12 days
have been so much alike that I will
condense it into one short chapter
There are no Yanks nearer than Vicks-
burg

¬

and no prospect of a movement
so we have nothing but regular routine
duties We still have plenty good beof
and corn bread on which with thechick
ens eggs sweet potatoes aud such other
eatables as can buy we are living


